
Mr Nordberg, 
 
Please permit me the opportunity to ask for your support of HB17-1321. 
 
This bill is incredibly important to those of us who regularly enjoy the variety of camping, hunting & 
fishing opportunities offered by our great state.  As a veteran, air force retiree, outdoorsman and private 
citizen, I now serve on several outdoor-related boards and organizations.  As... 
 
- Board secretary of the Pike's Peak Outdoor Recreation Alliance,  
- SE Colorado Representative to the Sportsman's Roundtable,  
- Board Member for the Friends of CO State Parks,  
- Chairman of the National Wild Turkey Federation Pike's Peak Chapter 
- Planning committee member for the Annual Partners in the Outdoors Conference (11-12 May) 
- Colorado Department of Parks & Wildlife Volunteer 
 
...I am respectfully and earnestly asking you to support this bill.   
 
By state law, Colorado Department of Parks & Wildlife's (CPW) budget is/has been restricted from 
keeping up with inflation and other associated operational costs, thus forcing CPW to reduce youth-
focused programs, defer necessary work to many of our state's dams (which really should be 
addressed "now" to prevent potentially calamitous consequences in the out years), 
suspend needed renovations to our fish hatcheries, postpone improvements to our state parks, eliminate 
outdoor recreation programs, interrupt inspections designed to keep invasive Aquatic Nuisance Species 
out of our rivers and lakes, and lower their wildlife budget by $40M that has clearly and negatively 
impacted CPW's ability to provide, maintain and enhance our nationally-celebrated outdoor environment.  
 
As you are no doubt aware, CPW has not raised resident hunting and fishing fees since 2005 and they've 
not raised state park entrance fees since 2010.  Our state's reputation and character and, importantly, 
ability to attract businesses because of our wonderfully-maintained state parks, state wildlife areas, 
trails, campgrounds and other state lands may be jeopardized.   
 
People come from all over our country, and, in fact, the world, to enjoy the hiking, biking, hunting, 
fishing, camping, rock climbing, white-water rafting and other outdoor opportunities found only in our 
state--that CPW does its best to maintain. 
 
Mr Nordberg,...I am a hunter and fisherman and I still support CPW's proposed hunting/fishing license 
increase (capped "not to exceed 50% above the level of most existing fees") to support their ability 
to offer me and other outdoorsmen/women world-class fishing and hunting opportunities 
 
Accordingly, I respectfully request you support HB17-1321.  It's important not only for CPW's ability to 
maintain and manage our state's wonderful outdoor lands, facilities, activities and opportunities; but, for 
our state to continue to attract businesses and stimulate economic growth in our state because 
of those factors. 
 
Very respectfully yours, 
 
	  


